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What Are the Benefits of Linked Open Data?
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Efficient 
Cataloging

Global 
Interoperability

Better 
Discoverability

Community



MARC Bibframe

Efficient Cataloging – Supporting the Linked Open Data Journey

SINOPIA





Autocomplete



Person Information



Person Information

Person/Title Relationships

Person/Person Relationships
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With more to 
come…

Ex Libris Supporting 
Interoperability

• Publishing

- Converting MARC to Bibframe and Bibframe to 
MARC

- Exporting as Bibframe

• New APIs supporting Bibframe work and 
instance

- Integration with Sinopia



Ex Libris Working With the Linked Open Data (LOD) 
User Community
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Working groups 
supporting the LOD 
development

- Meetings

- Finding best practises

- Soliciting use cases 
and ideas from the 
community

o Providing Feedback

o Maintaining a 
dashboard tracking 
features

o Community meetings

o Listserv

Supporting BIBFRAME 
in production in Alma

Working Together Following development Promoting LOD features Bibframe end-to-end 
workflow



Working with the 
community, for the 
community
Linked Data Focus Group

Rafi
PMPrinceton Harvard



12

Goal
End-to-End 
Workflow

Cataloging

Acquisition Inventory PublishingFulfillment

Easy data 
access to and 

from other 
systems

Management

Other Discovery 
Systems

Discovery

Analytics



Sinopia Integration



Sinopia Integration



Assure Work and Instance RDF 
are linked

Quality 
Check

Normalize the Sinopia RDF for 
Alma input

Normalize

Or update WorkPost Work

Or update Instance
Post 

Instance

Sinopia to Alma 
Data Flow in 
ILS-Middleware



Challenges and Solutions
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• Can Linked Open Data 
systems truly support large-
scale vendor API requests?

• Caching system vs. “pure” 
linked open data systems

• The importance of the labels 
for end-user convenience 
(reducing API calls)

• Institution URI vs. Vendor 
URI, making them 
configurable

• Collaborative cataloging –
Do we create multiple URIs 
per institution

• What to do with entities or 
terms without an 
authoritative URI from a 
communal cataloging 
source?

Large Scale API calls Consistent & 
persistent URIs

Blank node vs. URI 
minting service



Future Challenges
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• Linked open data still 
needs to support 
uniqueness and the use 
of local fields

“History 
does not 
repeat 
itself, but it 
rhymes.” 
(Mark Twain)

• Libraries are first 
and foremost 
focused on 
supplying their local 
patrons with what 
they need
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Summary
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We support catalogs 
with multi formats 

including Bibframe

We work with the 
community toward a 

linked future 

There are many 
challenges ahead, 

and we will face them 
together

Linked Open Data: The Missing Link in the Library Evolution

We are creating 
solutions that fit the 

wide-scale long-term 
requirements
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