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Agenda

• General framework
• Correspondence of BIBFRAME and RDA elements
• Coordination of BIBFRAME Editor with RDA
• RDA vocabularies adapted
• Flexible use of Work/Expressions



Library of Congress obligations

• LC is a major supplier of cataloging data for use by the library 
community using MARC and soon BIBFRAME

• Its bibliographic system must create descriptions and enable 
bibliographic access to 270,000 new works added to the LC 
collections each year

• Its files reflect many cataloging guidelines, but RDA is primarily used 
today

• LC has several important “influences” for its cataloging guidelines –
RDA, the MARC community, the Program for Cooperative Cataloging 
participants, and the Library’s next generation platform. 



BIBFRAME for description framework

• Creation of a resource surrogate is made up of descriptive data, subject 
data, administrative data, system related data.

• While BIBFRAME is cataloging rule agnostic, RDA can clearly be seen in the 
ontology

• Thus RDA works best for descriptive data because it was the primary 
influence on BIBFRAME in that area

• On the other hand, our catalogers must fit new resource descriptions into a 
file that shows a variety of descriptive practices

• AACR and earlier cataloging rules
• Specialized media guidelines
• Brief and full descriptions
• Various non-Latin script techniques



RDA and BIBFRAME match

For many BIBFRAME elements there is a 
one-to-one match between RDA and 
BIBFRAME



For RDF and editorial screens, 
separate elements in RDA may 
be grouped under a single 
BIBFRAME property with 
classes and subclasses

RDA: BIBFRAME:
Or grouped under a single BIBFRAME entity



Or one RDA element may lead to two 
BIBFRAME properties



Coordination of Editor labels with RDA
• Labels have direct links to RDA Toolkit from Editor elements where 

feasible



Coordination of Editor labels with RDA

• Labels in editor originally included the RDA instruction number
• Initially popular and a good learning device



Label changes based on cataloger input

• RDA instruction numbers were removed from labels and some labels 
were shortened

• Catalogers indicated that they prefer shorter labels



RDA vocabularies adapted
• RDF for lists used at LC are in http://id.loc.gov
• Term lists from RDA were added to http://id.loc.gov
• Already using the RDA lists by writing literal terms in MARC 3XX fields --

increased consistency of terms by using URIs in BIBFRAME Editor

• ID.loc.gov lists are generally 1-to-1 with RDA lists

http://id.loc.gov/
http://id.loc.gov/


RDA vocabularies adapted



RDA vocabularies augmented based on 
cataloger request

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Additional special playback characteristics requested by cataloger



Use Expressions as needed

• Flexible modeling:  works and expressions generally combined as 
most resources are one-off

• Work/expression identification has issues when dealing with multiple 
media, especially unique resources

• Our focus is on relationships and graphs



Thank you

• Sally McCallum
smcc@loc.gov
• Jodi Williamschen
jowill@loc.gov
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