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RDA VS BIBFRAME



SUBCLASSES VS ATTRIBUTES…

BF:WORK has subclasses
 Audio
 Cartography
 Dataset
 MixedMaterial
 Moving image
 Multimedia
 NotatedMusic
 NotatedMovement
 StillImage
 Object
 Text

RDAC:WORK has Content Type
 Cartographic dataset + 4 other cartographic types
 Computer program + 1 other computer type
 Notated movement
 Notated music
 Performed music
 Sounds
 Spoken word
 Still image
 Text
 Three-dimensional object
 Two-dimensional moving image (and others)

Appear in BF as bf:contentNot used much…
Do not fit RDA modeling



RDA VS BIBFRAME

• The RDA Representative Expression 
combines attributes/relationships of 
both the RDA Work and Expression

• The basic bf:Work is a close 
equivalent



BIBFRAME WORK AS 
RDA 
REPRESENTATIVE 
EXPRESSION



DOES THIS WORK?

 Example: The Testaments by Margaret Atwood
 Just published—only one expression, which is justifiably a 

representative expression
 Vast majority of books do not go past one expression

 Model works for these

 This book will have translations—all separate expressions
 In RDA, the Work would join the representative expression to other 

expressions

 In BF, need something to join those expressions together



REPRESENTATIVE WORKS & SOUND RECORDINGS

Same issue with more complex 
resources
• Music

• Multiple performances = 
multiple expressions in RDA

• Multiple variations in notated 
music 

• Arrangements
• Editions

• Relating sound recordings and 
notated music of the work



WORK AS AN EXPRESSION OF A WORK IN BIBFRAME
• Work as an expression of a Work is built 

into BIBFRAME
• Can be used to mirror the RDA 

work/expression relationship



In Sinopia…



ENTERING 
MULTIPLE 
EXPRESSIONS



AGGREGATE 
WORKS

• BIBFRAME vs RDA

• BIBFRAME has no model 
for aggregate works

• Current RDA has a very 
basic model of works 
within works

• New RDA model based on 
LRM



THE LRM MODEL

• Aggregation is at the Expression 
level

• Individual expressions are 
embodied in an aggregate 
manifestation

• The aggregating expression is also 
embodied in the aggregate 
manifestation

• You may describe just the 
aggregating expression, just the 
aggregated individual expressions 
or both 



THE LRM MODEL IN 
BIBFRAME



Adding aggregate 
expressions from an 
Instance template in 
Sinopia





BEHIND THE SCENES

 Only used BF properties to link bf:Works to bf:Works and to bf:Instances

 Basic properties relating WEMI in RDA have no unconstrained properties:
 rdaw:P10078 “has expression of Work”
 rdaw:P10346 “has representative expression”
 rdaw:P10072 “has manifestation of work”

 Basic properties  relating Work and Instance also are constrained
 bf:hasInstance
 bf:instanceOf
 bf:hasExpression
 bf:expressionOf

 A reason for creating an official mapping…

domain of rdac:C10001 “work”

Domain/range of bf:Work or bf:Instance

Domain/range of bf:Work



1. Bibliographic Standard 
Record (BSR) to BIBFRAME 2.0

2. CONSER Standard Record 
(CSR) to BIBFRAME 2.0

RDA TO BIBFRAME MAPPINGS by the Program for 
Cooperative Cataloging (PCC)

https://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/bibframe/TaskGroups/BSR-PDF/BSRtoBIBFRAMEMapping.pdf
https://www.loc.gov/aba/pcc/bibframe/TaskGroups/CSR-PDF/CSRtoBIBFRAMEMapping.pdf


Representative Expression Full RDA/LRM equivalentAggregates

IFLA LRM: https://www.ifla.org/files/assets/cataloguing/frbr-lrm/ifla-lrm-august-2017.pdf
RDA Registry: https://www.rdaregistry.info
Sinopia tech info:  https://ld4p.github.io/sinopia/
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