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What are ISNI and the PCC?

• ISNI = International Standard Name Identifier
– Where? UK, France, Leiden
– What? Entities: persons, corporate bodies

• PCC = Program for Cooperative Cataloging
– Where? US, Canada, UK
– What? Bibliographic records and entities, 

including persons, corporate bodies, families, 
bibliographic works, events, etc.

• NACO (Name Authority Cooperative Program) authority 
records



PCC Pilot (background)

• Year-long pilot (July 2017-July 2018)
• Institutional participants (12) (including Harvard, 

Cornell, Stanford, UCLA, and others
• Three PCC Standing Committees and a Task Group. 
• Pilot Focus Areas:

– Documentation & training
– ISNI maintenance best practices
– Workflow & tools best practices
– Batch processing template/workflow
– API review/testing



NACO versus ISNI (the basics)

NACO (authority control)
• Manages access to entities by 

authorizing a unique form of 
name for each entity

• Focus is on the string
• Designed for humans to 

disambiguate names
• Unique, authoritative text 

string represents an entity
• Attributes may be added to 

the string to make it unique

ISNI (identity management)
• Process of associating a 

registered identifier with a 
single entity

• Focus is on the identity
• Designed for computers to link 

to unique entities
• Unique number represents an 

entity
• Attributes define and describe 

the entity, for humans and for 
algorithms











ISNI (bridge identifier)







NACO versus ISNI (input)

NACO
• Who: librarians; mostly in 

US and UK
• How: 

– Training program
– Single record contributions
– Quality control up front

ISNI
• Who: Libraries, property 

rights organizations, 
publishers, info aggregators; 
international

• How:
– Training videos
– Batch loads/Machine 

processes
• Although manual input is 

possible as well
– Quality control afterwards



NACO versus ISNI (provenance)

NACO
• “Usage” (literary warrant)
• Citations from publications 

and reference sources
– Botticelli, Sandro, ǂd 1444 or 

1445-1510
Horne, H.P. Botticelli, 

painter of Florence, 1980: ǂb
t.p. (Botticelli) p. 1 (Alessandro 
Filipepi, commonly called Sandro 
Botticelli; Alessandro, son of M. 
Filipepi)

ISNI
• Contributing ISNI member 

(Source)
• Corroboration (>1 Source)
• Algorithm findings, 

programmed confidence 
levels
– Example: 028@ $S0#$aJohn

the Baptist$fbaptizer of 
Jesus$2VIAF$2WKP







NACO  versus ISNI (corporate bodies)

• NACO: Change in name = new authority 
record

• ISNI: Only a change in structure = new ISNI





differentiate



What’s the difference?

• Quintana, Isabel del Carmen
• Quintana, Isabel 
• Quintana, Isabel
• Quintana y Gonzalez, Isabel C.

– Related organization: Harvard University
– Lives in: Methuen, Massachusetts, USA



Duplicates! (Oh no!)









Harvard’s work in ISNI

• https://wiki.duraspace.org/display/PCCISNI/P
CC+ISNI+Pilot+Home

• Harvard projects:
– Graduate School of Design faculty
– Harvard Film Archives
– John F. Kennedy School of Government (Harvard)
– Harvard Repository Names Normalization (a 

corporate body project)

https://wiki.duraspace.org/display/PCCISNI/PCC+ISNI+Pilot+Home


Web interface or client

• ISNI has a client tool as well: WinIBW



ISNI work on Kennedy project

• Lewis Branscomb
– Emeritus professor; writes on science, technology, 

disaster resilience; PhD in physics in 1950



NACO file



ISNI 



ISNI continued



NACO updates



ISNI updates

• I will try to do this live as a demonstration.
– Add to Lewis Branscomb

• Affiliation: John F. Kennedy School of Government, PPN 
405461275; related, is affiliated with (no dates)



Summary

• Authority work versus identity management
• Similar: differentiate, do not duplicate
• Difference: work in batches (although clean up 

manually); focus on machine consumption of 
data; no need for a unique name string



ISNI (what’s to come?)

• Local authority files
• Data cleanup and enhancement
• Workflows for certain names?

– Thesis authors
– Thesis advisors
– Names of clubs at the university 

• ISNI PCC Training Task Group (chaired by John 
Hostage at Harvard)



Thanks for your time

• Any questions? 
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