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Search service based 
on MARC



Same record in the 
cataloging tool



Material types
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Unmediated Volume Text

Design principle

• No more puzzles

Book



Unmediated Volume Text

Design principle 

• Show data as it is

Instance of still image

Instance

Moving image



Unmediated Volume Text

Design principle

• Make use of linked data



Let's get to work!
• Considering the needs of different user groups

• Reconciling principles & practice of BIBFRAME, RDA, and 
national schemes

• Adding and djusting classes, properties, and relationships 
between terms

• Writing and testing data transformation scripts to update 17 
million+ works and instances in Libris

• Ensuring that our data can still be converted to MARC

• Communicating changes to stakeholders and users

• Being very mindful of scope creep

• Release of model adjustments in March, new
search interface in May



Where did we land?

Instance

Work

type

Physical resource
Digital resource

type

Monograph
Serial

Collection
Integrating work

category

SAOGF Genre/Form
RDA Content type

Complementary KBV terms
MARC terms

Etc

category

RDA Media types
RDA Carrier types

Complementary KBV terms
MARC terms

Etc

<saogf:Romaner> a :GenreForm ;
  :broader <saogf:Sk%C3%B6nlitteratur>
  :closeMatch <https://id.kb.se/marc/Novel> 
  :prefLabel "Novels"@en, "Romaner"@sv .

✔ Minimalistic work and instance types
✔ More detail and complexity is expressed with the 

new property category
✔ Category brings overlapping schemes and 

dimensions together
✔ MARC terms are replaced with (and linked from) 

genre/form terms



Finding the right thing

• In the results pane, specific but broadly 
recognizable genre/form terms quickly tell 
you what something is

• More detailed information – e.g. that a 
Novel is Autofiction – can be found on the 
detailed page

• The Category facet provides broad yet 
descriptive entry points based on 
content/creative form

• The Format facet provides entry points 
based on physical characteristics



Relationships in the wild

Instances of the same work are 
(finally!) gathered as Editions



Relationships in the wild

Hover or click to find out 
more about linked agents, 
subjects or categories



The work goes on!

• When we bridge the gap between data 
and display... the data we display is only 
as good as the data we have!

• Some works/instances have very 
minimalistic metadata

• Physical format information is still eclectic 
(from RDA, MARC, practice)

• Responding to user feedback!

Is this also 
a novel?

What kind of 
sound storage 

medium?



Where is my MARC code?



"I was taking a look at the series in the new Libris, and I don't understand where the links to the series 
parts have gone."

"Links" that disappeared



Why do result numbers differ?



Towards our design principles

• No more puzzles – less, and less complicated, but still 
some

• Show data as it is – and make sure the data is good!
• Make use of linked data – yes!  We are working on it!



Thank you!

Lisa Sjögren, Lisa.Sjogren@kb.se  Katja Naischtein, Katja.Naischtein@kb.se 
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