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What is this BCP47 you speak of?

Establishes a standard method to encode language and script 
semantics into “language tags” for machine readability.
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What is this BCP47 you speak of?

Best Current Practice 47  (a.k.a. RFC 5646)
Produced under the aegis of the: 
Internet Engineering Task Force (IETF)

2006 – First version of BCP47
2009 – Latest, current version of BCP47
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What is this BCP47 you speak of?
Examples:

en
ca
es

csc [Catalan Sign Language]
ssp [Spanish Sign Language]

es-ES
es-MX
fr-CA
fr-FR



Kevin Ford
Language and Script Tags in BIBFRAME

Bibframe Update, 22 June 2026

What is this BCP47 you speak of?
Examples:

“hello”@en
“bonjour”@fr
“안녕하세요”@ko

“colour”@en-GB
“color”@en-US
“un courriel”@fr-CA
“un mail”@fr-FR
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What is this BCP47 you speak of?
Examples:

zh-Hant
zh-Hans

zh-Hant-TW
zh-Hans-CN

BCP47 supports far more complex encodings.

Example:  zh-yue-Hant-HK



Kevin Ford
Language and Script Tags in BIBFRAME

Bibframe Update, 22 June 2026

What is this BCP47 you speak of?

Basic rules:

a) Use shortest language code when possible.
b) Do not include script information if it can be inferred 

(from the language).
c) Document any deviations from BCP47 rules.

“en” not “eng”
“ru” not “ru-Cyrl”
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BCP47 Implementation at LC

Slow progress to codification but have arrived at:

1) Use shortest language code available
a. i.e. ISO639-1 codes trump ISO639-2 codes.

2) Retain/include script designation internally but 
conform to script inference rule when publishing.

a. i.e. Will store “yi-hebr” in internal data but use “yi” 
for distributed data.

3) No support currently for regional codes in language 
tags.

4) Make all lowercase.
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BCP47 Implementation at LC
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Encoding in Marva
 cam a22     8i 4500
001    in00024572756
010    $a  2026001918

245 13 $a Le diverse portate di una cultura :$bla declinazione … / $c a cura di Vera 
Fänger & Maurizio Rebaudengo.

246 31 $a Diverse portate di una cultura$bla declinazione del cibo nelle letterature 
romanze europee $7 (bcp47)it

246 31 $a Différents "plats" d'une culture$bdéclinaisons de la nourriture dans les 
littératures européennes-romanes $ 7(bcp47)fr

246 31 $a Verschiedenen "Gerichte" einer Kultur$bdie Deklination des Essens in den 
europäisch-romanischen Literaturen $7 (bcp47)de
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Encoding in BIBFRAME
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At all began with MARC, of course

Sept 2024 – BIBFRAME in Production begins
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At all began with MARC, of course

Sept 2024 – BIBFRAME in Production begins

Oct 1, 2024 – First non-Latin catalogers added to BIBFRAME in Production
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At all began with MARC, of course

Sept 2024 – BIBFRAME in Production begins

Oct 1, 2024 – First non-Latin catalogers added to BIBFRAME in Production

Oct 2, 2024 – We have a problem.
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Expectations in MARC
100 1  $6880-01$aLian, Xisheng,$eauthor
880 1  $6100-01/$1$a廉希聖,$eauthor.
245 10 $6880-02$aYi zi qian jin :$bLian Xisheng yi Xianggang ji ben fa qi cao /$cLian Xisheng 
kou shu ; Liang Meifen zong ce hua; Liu Linbo, Wang Liu zheng li.
880 10 $6245-02/$1$a一字千金 :$b廉希聖憶香港基本法起草 /$c廉希聖口述 ; 梁美芬總策劃; 劉
林波, 王柳整理.
246 30 $6880-03$aLian Xisheng yi Xianggang ji ben fa qi cao
880 30 $6246-03/$1$a廉希聖憶香港基本法起草
250    $6880-04$aXianggang di yi ban.
880    $6250-04/$1$a香港第一版.
264  1 $6880-05$aXianggang :$bSan lian shu dian (Xianggang) you xian gong si,$c2023.
880  1 $6264-05/$1$a香港 :$b三聯書店(香港)有限公司,$c2023.
700 1  $6880-06$aLeung, Priscilla Mei-fun.
880 1  $6700-06/$1$a梁美芬.
700 1  $6880-07$aLiu, Linbo,$etranscriber.
880 1  $6700-07/$1$a劉林波,$etranscriber.
700 1  $6880-08$aWang, Liu,$etranscriber.
880 1  $6700-08/$1$a王柳,$etranscriber.
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Expectations in MARC

245 10 $6880-02$aYi zi qian jin :$bLian Xisheng yi Xianggang ji ben fa qi cao /$cLian Xisheng 
kou shu ; Liang Meifen zong ce hua; Liu Linbo, Wang Liu zheng li.
880 10 $6245-02/$1$a一字千金 :$b廉希聖憶香港基本法起草 /$c廉希聖口述 ; 梁美芬總策劃; 劉
林波, 王柳整理.

246 30 $6880-03$aLian Xisheng yi Xianggang ji ben fa qi cao
880 30 $6246-03/$1$a廉希聖憶香港基本法起草

250    $6880-04$aXianggang di yi ban.
880    $6250-04/$1$a香港第一版.

264  1 $6880-05$aXianggang :$bSan lian shu dian (Xianggang) you xian gong si,$c2023.
880  1 $6264-05/$1$a香港 :$b三聯書店(香港)有限公司,$c2023.
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Expectations in MARC

100 1  $6880-01$aLian, Xisheng,$eauthor
880 1  $6100-01/$1$a廉希聖,$eauthor.

700 1  $6880-06$aLeung, Priscilla Mei-fun.
880 1  $6700-06/$1$a梁美芬.

700 1  $6880-07$aLiu, Linbo,$etranscriber.
880 1  $6700-07/$1$a劉林波,$etranscriber.

700 1  $6880-08$aWang, Liu,$etranscriber.
880 1  $6700-08/$1$a王柳,$etranscriber.
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Exceptions in MARC, or not
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We’re doing linked data…
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MARC is doing strings…

100 1  $aTwain, Mark,$d1835-1910

400 1  $aتواین، مارک
400 1  $aتوین، مارك،$d1835-1910

400 1  $aטוין, מרק,$d1835-1910
400 1  $aטוויין, מארק,$d1835-1910
400 1  $aטוויין, מרק,$d1835-1910
400 1  $aטווין, מארק,$d1835-1910
400 1  $aטווין, מרק,$d1835-1910
400 1  $aטווען, מארק,$d1835-1910
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Tag non-Latin variants, choose winner
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Tag non-Latin variants, choose winner
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01145cam a2200313 a 4500
001    3325583
005    19950601150005.4
008    840905s1984    nyu           000 0 korr 
010    $a   84210216 
100 1  $aKim, Hyŏng-uk,$d1925-
245 10 $aPak Chŏng-hŭi wangjo ŭi pihwa /$c[chŏja Kim Hyŏng-uk, Pak Sa-wŏl].
260    $aNew York, N.Y. :$bTongnip Sinmunsa,$c1984.
300    $a351 p. ;$c21 cm.
490 1  $aKim Hyŏng-uk chŭngŏn ;$vche 3-pu
651  0 $aKorea (South)$xPolitics and government$y1960-1988.
700 1  $aPark, Chung Hee,$d1917-1979.
700 1  $aKim, Kyŏng-jae,$d1942-

Before multiscript MARC records
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 cam a22      i 4500
001    3325583
005    20260505193320.0
008    840905s1984    nyu           000 0 kor  
010    $a   84210216 

100 1  $6880-01 $aKim, Hyŏng-uk,$d1925- $eauthor$4aut$4http://…$0http://…
$1http://id.loc.gov/rwo/agents/n81061526

880 1  $6100-01/$1 $a김형욱 ,$d1925- $eauthor … $7(bcp47)ko

245 10 $aPak Chŏng-hŭi wangjo ŭi pihwa /$c[chŏja Kim Hyŏng-uk, Pak Sa-wŏl].
264  1 $aNew York, N.Y. :$bTongnip Sinmunsa,$c1984.

700 1  $6880-70 $aPark, Chung Hee,$d1917-1979 $econtributor$0http://…
$1http://id.loc.gov/rwo/agents/n79058355

880 1  $6700-70/$1 $a박 정희 ,$d1917-1979 $econtributor … $7(bcp47)ko

700 1  $6880-71 $aKim, Kyŏng-jae,$d1942- $econtributor$0http://…
$1http://id.loc.gov/rwo/agents/n88177433

880 1  $6700-71/$1 $a김경재 ,$d1942- $econtributor … $7(bcp47)ko

Magic in BIBFRAME-to-MARC
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Evaluate variant name headings and:

1) Assign language/script information as appropriate

2) Choose one as a preferred variant per language/script

PCC Non-Latin Preferred Variant Project
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100 1  $aPavlov, I. N.$q(Ivan Nikolaevich),$d1872-1951

400 1  $aPavlov, Ivan Nikolaevich,$d1872-1951
400 1  $aPawloff, Iwan Nikolajewitsch,$d1872-1951
400 11 $aПавлов, И. Н.$q(Иван Николаевич),$d1872-1951$7(bcp47)ru
400 1  $aПавлов, Иван Николаевич,$d1872-1951$7(bcp47)ru

Slightly smarter MARC strings…
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Better magic in BIBFRAME
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Migrate from MARC Authority

Revise MADS/RDF

Native Linked Data without reliance on MARC

Looking ahead
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Thank You
kevinford@loc.gov

mailto:kevinford@loc.gov

