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Collection Connections
New Mexico | U.S. Southwest | Latin 

America | Iberia

De Vargas Street House, UNM CSWR, PICT 995-0041, via 
New Mexico Digital Collections

UNM Collection Context
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State of New Mexico, 1912, UNM CSWR, CSEL MAGIC, 
G4320 1912 G5 995-0041, via New Mexico Digital 
Collections

  Santa Fe, NM

  Albuquerque, NM

Zimmerman Library Exterior Memorial Fountain, 
University of New Mexico Archives 028 box 66, 
via New Mexico Digital Collections



UNM Collection Context
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Spanish Civil War Collection, MSS-320-BC; Spanish Civil War Pictorial Collection, PICT 
000-320, UNM CSWR

Jaumell? Saumell?
54 Borrell,
Barcelona



UNM Collection Context
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The Project Question

What does it take to turn 
entity management from an 
idea into something we can 
actually produce?

• Workflow
• Experiments
• Implications

Zimmerman Library Interior, UNMA 028, box 69, via New Mexico Digital Collections 6



Why Archives are Different

What evidence do we have, where is it, is it enough to assert an 
identity?

Bouquet Ranch (Pojoaque, NM) Records, UNMA 
CSWR, MSS-1044-BC
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Workflow v.1
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Making the work executable

Step 1: Open your toolbox 
Log into WMS, Log into Meridian as institutional user 
(IQU), and open the NMAO homepage.

Step 10: Link the entity in WMS 
Return to the collection record in WMS once 

more.  Right-click next to the entity heading and 
select “Insert WorldCat Entity.”  Carefully select the 

correct entity. 
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What the Workflow Actually Does
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Entity access point Authority work Meridian Catalog

Discovery



Bouquet Ranch (Pojoaque, NM) Records, UNMA CSWR, MSS-1044-BC, photo by 
author

Scale

•3,000 records + access 
points

•Staff time on complex 
entity cases
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WHAT IF WE 
SEARCHED THE 
NAF…
BUT HARDER?

Experimentation

Zimmerman Library, via New Mexico Digital Collections 12



Experiment 1: PyMARC + NAF
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Entity Based 
Search



Experiment 1: PyMARC + NAF
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Name Authority File (NAF)



Experiment 1: PyMARC + NAF
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Entity Packet

 {'@id': 'http://id.loc.gov/rwo/agents/n90621534', '@type': 
['http://www.loc.gov/mads/rdf/v1#RWO', 
'http://id.loc.gov/ontologies/bibframe/Person', 'http://xmlns.com/foaf/0.1/Person'],

‡
1

http://id.loc.gov/rwo/agents/n90621534
http://www.loc.gov/mads/rdf/v1#RWO
http://id.loc.gov/ontologies/bibframe/Person
http://xmlns.com/foaf/0.1/Person


Experiment 1: PyMARC + NAF

16

Entity Packet

Real World Object 
(RWO)

Virtual International 
Authority File (VIAF)

International Standard 
Name Identifier (ISNI)



Experiment 2: Names in WorldCat Entities
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Entity Based 
Search



Experiment 3: ArchivesSpace / LCSH / OpenRefine
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Subject 
Heading
Based
Search



Experiment 3: ArchivesSpace / LCSH / OpenRefine

Cowboys – Songs and music
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UNM CSWR, PICT 000-497, J.D. Robb Collection, via New 
Mexico Digital Collections 19



The Phyllis Thompsons
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The works of the Phyllis 
Thompson were being 
attributed to other Phyllis 
Thompsons!



Modeling the Knowledge
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Workflow | Concepts | Ontologies | Machine Actionable

Graphs made using Logseq by Isabella Brouse

Modeling the Knowledge

Entity access point Authority work Meridian Catalog

Discovery
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One More Example
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Nouvelle Espagne UNM CSWR, G.3301.SI.1794, via New 
Mexico Digital Collections

Map of Santa Fe from Urrutia Expedition, 
1766?, UNM CSWR, 
G.4324.S3.S1.1765.U7, via New Mexico 
Digital Collections

Zimmerman Library, UNMA 028 box 66, via 
New Mexico Digital Collections

Map of Spain, via WikiImages El Born Centre Cultural, sala Casanova, passejant 
per l'Esplanada, via Wikimedia Commons



Connect

Burning of Zozobra Festival, NM, 1938? Palace of the Governors Photo Archives, via 
New Mexico Digital Collections 24

Questions or Comments

Connect with me at: 
ispilar@unm.edu

Or find me at BIBFRAME WS


