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Libris in Context

We have a:

● centralized National Union Catalogue for all member libraries.
● Data is collaboratively edited;
● exported to local systems.



What Do We Want? What’s Possible?

Improve coordination of our own catalogues, services and workflows.

Clarify provenance.

Reduce duplications of effort. Reuse. Automate.

Provide society with information, contexts and services about and 

related to library material.

Connect us to more of the world, and incorporate data from other 

systems and contexts.



XL in Context

We’ve built a new system (XL),

● based on Linked Data,
● replacing the current core (MARC21 in Voyager).

In production since June 2018!
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Leaving Comfort Behind

Adopting our new means of description requires experience.

There is little experience to leverage during transition.

We needed to:

● get the new system in place;
● improve structures within it.
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Seeing is Believing











Working vs. Perfect



On The Verge

All of our import and export routines are still based on MARC.

Our core model (and convert/revert mechanics) lies hidden by that.

Our cataloguing client is the main surface where we:

● expose the new forms;
● discuss improvements.



Challenges & Risks

We fall short of expectations.

People may prefer to stay in the old world, keeping old behaviours.

Linking might not happen, descriptions keep being copied and 
altered.

Variants and redundancy continue to multiply.



This is Step 1

To begin thinking in entities, and reusing, and deriving.

To tease out what of MARC the systems actually depend upon.

The challenge is to participate in the change to leverage new 
possibilities.



We Need To

Make more legible and maintainable descriptions.

Consolidate practises.

Link lots of more bnodes!



Not Done, Just Real



Links

https://github.com/libris/librisxl

https://github.com/libris/definitions

https://github.com/libris/lxlviewer

https://libris-stg.kb.se/katalogisering/ Our live STG env

https://id.kb.se/doc/model

https://github.com/libris/librisxl
https://github.com/libris/definitions
https://github.com/libris/lxlviewer
https://libris-stg.kb.se/katalogisering/
https://id.kb.se/doc/model

